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ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP  
MEETING  

 

Location:  St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 

Date: Thursday, December 17, 2009 

Time: 6:00pm / Membership Meeting 

 6:30pm / Refreshments 

 7:00pm / Featured Presentation 

The eveningõs featured presentation will be a 

talk given by Todd Ambs, Administrator of the 

Water Division of the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources. 

The public will be welcome to come to the 

presentation.  Weõd appreciate knowing that 

youõre interested in comingñjust in case we 

need to find a larger room! 

You can contact us through our web site! 

FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  

Kathi Matthews-Risley 

There have been a lot of firsts for SP River PAL this year.  The Sauk 

County 2009 Weed Champion Award was presented to our 

organization in June, in part because of our annual Garlic Mustard 

Festival, but more importantly it was for the work that Sue Kenney and 

Gerry Clausen have done to restore the natural habitat area between 

August Derleth Park and the Ace Hardware parking lot.  If you havenõt 

walked the path in awhile, youõd be amazed at what theyõve 

accomplished. 

Also new this year, SP River PAL is doing a water monitoring project 

with about 15 students in Teresa Kruetzmannõs AP Biology class.   The 

students will pull samples from two tests sites in Roxbury Creek and 

theyõll record their findings into a database on the Water Action 

Volunteers Web site.  Theyõll be getting great experience doing research 

while learning about water quality in a stream in their own backyard.   

This project started in October and will continue through spring 2010. 

Last June, SP River PAL sponsored its first ever float down the 

Wisconsin River.  We invited a number of speakers to talk to our group 

about things like the geological history of the river, rare and unusual 

fish species in the riverõs sloughs, and native vegetation along the banks.  

The folks that joined us for the trip got all that and lunch on a sand bar.  

We had so much fun weõre doing it again next June.   Stay tuned. 

The annual Pancake breakfast SP River PAL holds at the Roxbury in 

November with the Ferry Bluff Eagle Council has become a spring 

equinox event.  Music and pancakes will be involved.  More to come. 

If youõve ever thought about joining the SP River PAL board, nowõs 

your chance.  Our annual meeting is scheduled for December 17th and 

weõre looking for new board members.  You can do good work for the 

community and have fun doing it.  Weõd love to have you. ~ 
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Each year, Sauk Prairie High School teacher Teresa 

Kreutzmann asks her advanced biology students to do a 

minimum of 12 hours of work with a local organization on 

an environmentally oriented service project. 

This year SP River PAL offered an opportunity to help 

determine the water quality in Roxbury Creek.  As most of 

our readers may be aware of, some of the overflow water 

in Crystal Lake is being pumped into Roxbury Creek.  

There isnõt much water quality data on Roxbury Creek.  

These students will be collecting data using the Water 

Action Volunteer protocols. 

So, on Sunday, October 25, the group of students started 

working on their service project.  They went out with a 

couple of River PAL volunteers to the Roxbury Creek just 

off of Hwy 78.   

The goal is to have the students testing two sites on 

Roxbury Creek, one above and one below the output of 

the overflow from Crystal Lake.   The students will be 

going out every other month to collect data to make 

comparisons between both the two sites as well as the 

changes in each site itself.   

Water Action Volunteer protocols monitor: dissolved 

oxygen, temperature, transparency, flow, habitat, and 

macroinvertebrates.  It can be a challenge to monitor some 

of theseñwhen one is required to stand in the middle of 

the streamñand the water is pretty darned cold!  The most 

fascinating measurement is searching for the 

macroinvertebrates!  These are the òbugsó that live some 

or all of their lives in the water.  The bugs can be divided 

into groups that by their sensitivity to pollution in the 

stream.  Some examples of the more sensitive 

macroinvertebrates are: stoneflies, Dobsonfly, and alderfly.  

When these are found in the stream, the water quality is 

considered good. 

The Water Action Volunteers program is a UW-

Extension / DNR program that teaches volunteers how to 

conduct the tests in the protocol and collect the data 

properly.  The data is sent  back to the DNRõs WAV data 

base. 

Learn more about Water Action Volunteers, and other 

Citizen-Based Monitoring Programs by visiting this web 

site: http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/ 

SPHS Advanced Bio Students  

Roxbury Creek Water Quality Monitoring Service Project  


